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Goodbye 
Year 13

We will miss you!
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It has been an absolute pleasure to teach 
English Language A Level to Year 13 this 

year. Your enthusiasm and knowledge have 
made the lessons a real joy! Despite the 

challenges we have faced this year you have 
performed admirably and your dedication 

and hard work have served you well. I wish 
you all the very best for the future and 

success and happiness in all you do!

Ms Barker

Year 13 Geographers, I cannot tell you each 
how impressed I have been by each and every 
one of you. Teaching your class has been the 
highlight of my week for the past two years. 

Thank you for all the hard work that you 
have put in over the past two years. It has 
been an honour and privilege to be part of 

your journey. I wish each of you every success 
in the future. 

Mr Webster

The staff here at Woldgate School would like to wish 
our Year 13 students all the best as they take the next 

huge step in their educational journey. They have coped 
so brilliantly with the disruption to their A Level studies 
that we are in awe of their resilience and commitment.
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There are not enough words to express 
how immensely proud I am of you all as 
Chemists and BTEC students. Literally 

from the first lesson on a very warm day in 
September a lifetime ago I knew we had 
a special group. You have lived up to and 

surpassed my expectations with your work 
ethic, conscientiousness, and all-round good 
nature. I wish you all every future happiness 
and I know you will achieve great things in 

all your chosen careers. 

Mrs Ebbitt

To all my wonderful mathematicians

Thank you for all of your hard work this past 
year and for entertaining some of my bizarre 

memory tricks (Santa Claus, evil Santa 
Claus!). Good luck in your future endeavours 
and remember “Mathematics may not teach 
us to add love or subtract hate, but it gives 
us hope that every problem has a solution”. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Parker
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Dear Year 13

Wow you’ve made it!

I just wanted to let you know how proud I am of you all, and what a pleasure it has been to have 
you in our Sixth Form. You have had a very different Sixth Form experience and journey with us, due 
to the pandemic, but you have remained positive, focussed and resilient; adapting brilliantly to all 

the changes that came your way. The last few weeks have seen you tackle your assessments, which 
you have done admirably. It has not been an easy journey, but you have come through the other side 

which is amazing and all credit to you.

I think that you are all fab and I have no doubt that each one of you will go on to do great things. I 
will miss you all very much!

Wishing you all the best for a very bright, happy and healthy future.

Love and best wishes.

Mrs Bourne

Wow! What can I say. What a year it has 
been. You have remained diligent and hard-

working throughout and I will miss the group 
conversations and humming noises from Gen!

Good luck with your future exploits and 
studies. You are a great bunch and I hope 

you will keep in touch with each other and 
me and keep me up-to-date with all of the 
exciting adventures that are ahead of you.

Take care, stay safe and don’t forget to 
collect your work once the September 21st 

deadline has passed.

Mrs Draper
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Standing in the hall on the Year 6 transition day 7 years ago, who knew we would go through the 
highs and lows we have endured?

I count myself very lucky to have been part of the best form I have worked with. It has been an 
emotional roller-coaster of an experience as we’ve journeyed through life’s experiences together; 

the tears, the laughter, the friendships and the memories I will hold very dear to me. 

We’ve seen disastrous hair styles, we’ve endured some hilarious characters and who could ever 
forgive ‘you know who’ for killing our pet Chilli plants by over feeding them! 

My gorgeous apple tree 11HBA bought me is adorned with the most beautiful blossom at the 
moment - a sign of flourishing times ahead I hope. I also feel so lucky to have got to know you 

through the year team, as a house, through extra curricular clubs and productions, through Duke of 
Edinburgh and as GCSE and A Level Drama students. 

It’s been a privilege to have watched you all grow and achieve great things particularly in what 
has been such a tough year for us all. So, my best wishes to you all but also the biggest, Bartlett 

thankyou to 11 HBA. You have been an absolute joy to start the day with over the years. I will really 
miss you all and I couldn’t be prouder of the wonderful young adults that you have become. All the 

best for a bright and happy future. You’ve done it!

Mrs Bartlett
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Thank you to all of you who I have taught 
over the years. You have always been a great 

Year group to teach, and I wish you all the 
best for the future. 

A special thank you to all the BTEC Science 
students. You have been great throughout 

the past two years, and I couldn’t have 
asked for a better group to spend 27% of my 

time with this year. Thank you for all your 
(mostly) hard work and all the best for the 

future. 

Mr Wise

Seven years ago, I had the loveliest of forms 
with many of the current Year 13s in who 

then flew on to Mr Griffiths. I have taught I 
think most of you over the years and it has 
been great this year to be able to say hello 
to most of you regularly being in the same 

bubble. 

In A Level Biology we have had two of the 
most outstanding groups we have ever 
had. Students are highly conscientious, 
motivated, cooperative, and excellent 
Biologists off to start new adventures 

soon from veterinary medicine, medicine, 
teaching, ecology, animal nutrition, 

dentistry, neuroscience and a few other 
university courses and apprenticeships. 

We really couldn’t be any prouder of the 
people you have become. It has been an 

absolute pleasure working with you over the 
last two years and quite a journey! I hope 
you go on to have happy and successful 

futures. 

Take care, 

Mrs Reid
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Hello you lovely lot. Just a really quick 
note from me to say you have been an 

unbelievable A Level PE class. The challenges 
you have faced, the disruption you have 

encountered and you still came motivated 
and with a smile on your face. Sid, with 
his late mornings, Jamie with his fierce 

opinions, Tilli with her determination, Bella 
with her gives everything away in one facial 

expression, Alistair the joker, Sam his partner 
in crime, Lauren, the quietest member of the 

group, Gina, the most competitive person 
ever, and Maddy the hard worker.

Absolutely gutted you are leaving, it has 
been an absolute pleasure being your 

teacher. All the luck in the world for next 
year and the future.

Miss Wilkinson

I can’t think of a better group of people to 
have worked alongside through all these 

crazy times. You have stayed with me every 
step of the way, whether it be learning in 

a lab, at home, or in a random classroom. I 
have been motivated and inspired by your 
work ethic and character this year. Thank 
you. The world outside of our Woldgate 
bubble is very lucky to be gaining your 

awesomeness.

Ms Robson
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I was worried about taking you all on in Year 13 - you all came so highly recommended by Mrs Ebbitt! 
I was told that you were great chemists and that you were conscientious and very smart. You have 

not disappointed. Your motivation to do well, whether working independently or in a group, has 
been much admired. I am confident that you will all go off to achieve so much - I wish you happiness 

and much success. 

Mrs Atkinson

Hi everybody, I’d just like to say a massive 
well done on getting through you’re A Levels 
in what has been an incredibly difficult time 
for everybody. I thoroughly enjoyed working 
with you all last year and enjoyed having the 

pleasure of teaching so many of you over 
your time at Woldgate. Good luck to all of 

you in your next steps and beyond. 

Mr Hardie
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Mrs Lawson

Thank you for being such a great Head of 
Sixth Form.

Olivia Stipetic

A massive thank you to all the teachers who 
have helped me to achieve my goals and 

helped me when I struggled.

Karolina Stonciute

Thank you to Mr Webster, Ms McDaid, Miss 
Underwood, Ms Barker and Mr Johnson. All 

superstars!

Tom Wootton

Thank you so much to my teachers for 
everything you have done for me. You have 

all made this a really enjoyable two years for 
me.

Sam Pinder

Year 13 say thank you to key members of staff
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Miss Wilkinson -  
Thank you so much for all you have done for 

us. You are the absolute best.

Mr Wise and Ms McDaid -  
Thank you for all the help and support over 

the years.

Mrs Bourne -  
Thank you for your constant support and 

care for everyone in Sixth Form.

Bella Robinson & Tilli Dixon

To all my teachers - thank you for the 
outstanding support you have provided 

throughout my A Levels.

Tom Wiggins

Thank you Mrs Lawson and Mrs Bourne for 
support during these difficult times.

Haydn Cooper

To all the Sixth Form staff and especially 
those working in the canteen, thank you for 

everything you have done and for supporting 
us and making Sixth Form life enjoyable.

Gina Legge

Mrs Bourne and the BTEC teachers

Thank you for the time, effort and support 
you have given to me Mrs Bourne in sorting 

out our problems and especially the annoying 
Americans!

BTEC teachers - it’s been a top-notch couple 
of years!

Adam Webster
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Mrs Bourne -  
Thank you for being there for everyone. You 

have supported us through the toughest 
times for which I am very grateful.

Ms McDaid -  
I am so grateful for the support I received 

when I was stuck abroad.

Mr Wise -  
Thank you for making each BTEC lesson 

enjoyable; you are most definitely the best 
Captain BTEC!

Thank you to my teachers. Even though we 
weren’t here for some of the two years it 
still felt as though we were full a part of 
the Sixth Form experience. You helped us 

through the difficult exam situation to give 
us the best chance of success.

Elena Lusby

Thank you to Mrs Bourne, Mr Stathers, Mr 
Wise and Mr Gibson for teaching me and 

helping me get the levels I wanted.

Seth Shirley

Thank you for putting up with me Mrs Jones.

Jamie Vonderdell

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 243 May 2021 Page 11@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 243 May 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Ms Barker

Thank you for being such an amazing teacher 
and Form Tutor. I have loved coming to your 

lessons.

Victoria Frazier

Thank you for helping me achieve the best 
grades possible despite the lockdown.

Jacob Lane

Thank you to all my teachers.

Ethan Newson

Thank you for everything you have done for 
me. Supporting me through my studies and 

bringing a smile to my face.

Maddy Hodgson
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To all the wonderful teachers of Woldgate 
for supporting us through these stressful 
times. We wouldn’t have got through this 

without you.

Alistair Jennings

A big thank you to you all but especially Mrs 
Bourne and Mrs Lawson for their excellent 

help and total commitment.

Jacob Bates

Mrs Bourne, Ms Barker and Mr Monaghan

Thank you for the support during the 
lockdown periods. You have restored my 

academic confidence.

Joe Bent

Mr Webster

Thank you for being the most understanding 
and caring teacher. Your lessons were always 
informative but you also managed to make 

the learning fun. You have inspired me to 
go onto university and study Environmental 

Science.

Erin Davison
To everyone - thank you for all your support.

Charlotte Wheatley & Charlotte Burn
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Mrs Bourne and Mrs Lawson

Thank you both for your continued support 
with my UCAS application and interview 

preparation. I really appreciate all you have 
done for me.

Joshua Bates

Mr Johnson - 
Thank you for being a great teacher and a 
top man. Honourable mentions also got to 
Miss Wilkinson and Mr Thomas-Peter for 

some cracking quizzes.

Mr Wise and Miss Wilkinson -  
Thanks for making the past two years as 

enjoyable as they possibly could be.

Alistair Deacon
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Year 13 PE
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Year 7 
Spotlight

A selection of the excellent work 
being completed by our Year 7 
pupils. We have work from Evie L, 
Callum R, Emilia M and Will P.

Callum R
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Emelia M
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Evie L
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Will P
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JOIN US
Our Sixth Form is a professional learning environment where students are challenged and supported 

to achieve academically, and to grow personally. It is incredibly important to us that we provide 

opportunities for our students to develop key transferable skills, fostering independence and a life-

long love of learning. We deliver an excellent standard of teaching and learning in a supported, caring 

environment, ensuring that all our students achieve their full potential. Our enrichment opportunities 

are second to none, with an enormous range of activities available to students, from volunteering and 

work experience placements to in-class support and student mentoring. Our students are proud of the 

community in which they live and study, and it is very important to them to have the opportunity to 

give something back; an attitude we strongly encourage. We know that Sixth Form is an opportunity 

for students to develop their whole self and to grow their aspirations. We believe wholeheartedly in the 

ability and dedication of our students, and encourage self-belief, confidence and ambition.

Issue 243 May 2021 Page 20@EYSixthForm eysixthform

APPLY HERE

Sixth Form Prospectus - Click Here

To apply for a place, complete our initial 
application form which can be found here:

https://woldslearningpartnership.sharepoint.com/sites/wlp-sixthformportal
https://www.woldgate.net/media/wysiwyg/1608218449_EYSF%20Prospectus%20Woldgate.pdf


Personal 
Finance

As an Applied General qualification, 
the Certificate in Financial Studies 
(CeFS) provides a comprehensive 
introduction to personal finance. 
Its purpose is to prepare students 
for further study through the 
development of the core skills of 
critical analysis and evaluation, 
synthesis, verbal communication 
(through classroom discussion) and 
written communication. 

Personal Finance CeFS develops the knowledge and 

skills required for young people to make informed 

financial decisions by introducing them to the risks 

and challenges involved in personal finance and the 

tools for effective planning. Within this, it provides a 

solid basis for creating financial inclusion, by exploring 

social-economic trends and their relationship with 

an individual’s circumstances and attitudes. There are 

two compulsory units that must be taken to achieve 

the qualification. 

Unit 1 is Financial Capability for the Immediate and 

Short Term. This unit highlights the importance 

of financial capability in meeting immediate and 

short-term financial needs. It introduces students 

to the financial services industry by focusing on the 

interaction between money, personal finance and the 

financial services market place. Students will gain an 

understanding of cash flow to meet immediate and 

short-term financial needs through balancing income 

against expenditure and will also gain an appreciation 

of the differentiation of financial products for savings 

and the key features of interest and charges on 

borrowing. 

Unit 2 is Financial Capability for the Medium and 

Long Term. This unit highlights the importance of 

planning for medium and long-term financial needs, 

with particular reference to the importance of the 

need to budget for future aspirations and life events. 

It introduces students to the features of risks and 

reward in managing personal finances. Students will 

understand the features of different types of financial 

services product, how to make informed choices 

about these financial services products, and when, 

where and how they can get financial help and advice 

whilst gaining an appreciation of the differentiation of 

financial products for investment and borrowing, and 

the charges attached to them. Both units are assessed 

by written exam with a combination of multiple 

choice questions and longer written responses. The 

written paper for each unit synoptically assesses the 

students’ ability to integrate the skills, concepts and 

knowledge from the unit. 

The financially related content of this qualification 

provides a foundation for continued study within the 

finance sector and a wide range of other business-

related disciplines; many students go on to study 

subjects such as accounting, business, finance and 

banking at university or through further vocational 

training.
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Achieve your 
FULL 
POTENTIAL

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Contact info

To visit our new Sixth Form site, read the 

prospectus, and watch our Sixth Form and subject 

videos:

Enter the Sixth Form Portal via the school website 

www.woldgate.net

Or phone to speak to the Sixth Form Team 

07790 987009
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As the half-term comes to an end, it seems appropriate to reflect on what has been 
one of the most challenging academic years of my career and to acknowledge those 
children, parents and especially my colleagues who have throughout this time 
sought to manage the changes to our school and to make a positive contribution, 
when at times the situation seemed extraordinarily difficult.

I would particularly like to thank Mr Davies who has been Head of School in this interim period, which has helped myself and 

colleagues support our sister secondary school and family of Trust schools during this time of crisis, to keep children and 

colleagues safe, managing the incidents across schools, setting up testing centres and providing an education for all.

This half-term, though, we have adapted again to teaching in school - safeguards remain in place, with children being taught 

in bubbles, in their own buildings with specialist facilities. I am hopeful though after the holiday, if Public Health England and 

the data allows, we’ll see our children being able to access the whole wealth of facilities across the school. Colleagues moving 

back into their own teaching rooms with specialist resources and equipment on hand and children experiencing our school as 

we intended.

Finally, I promised this week to conclude the series looking at home learning. Over the last few weeks we have looked at 

many different ways in which we can support our children with learning at home. Initially by focusing on encouraging our 

children to take ownership of their learning - to help them consider how their time, alongside completing homework, can be 

best spent.

This week, I would like to look at the information school will provide on a regular basis as classes and schooling returns to a 

degree of normality. You will know for your child’s report, especially if they have studied at Woldgate for a number of years, 

that it contains information beyond the formal academic progress measure. This information I have always believed provides 

the best insight to parents as it indicates potential barriers that may exist for your child in being able to achieve their desired 

outcomes. 

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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The first is reading and as mentioned last week, knowing the reading age of your child is essential. If you are unsure then 

please do email your child’s Care and Achievement Co-ordinator. We already have children in Year 7 who have a reading age 

equivalent to a 16 year old. As a parent, being able to continue to offer choices of books, both fiction and non-fiction, will 

help your child access more complex GCSE and A Level texts. As they progress through school it will certainly help with their 

long-extended writing tests that form part of most GCSE subjects.

Second is rewards which are important in ascertaining if your child is participating in learning. The number of rewards issued, 

the badges on the lapel, can be really helpful in supporting your child. Last week, I was fortunate to look through the books 

of one young man whose rewards total was one of the highest in the year - but he had no badge on his lapel. A hardworking, 

polite and dedicated pupil, who preferred his accomplishments to remain secret, but needed to recognise his own 

achievements and accomplishments to build his confidence. The differences between subjects can also be a ‘tell’ and one the 

ClassCharts app can help you to monitor - just to ensure the recognition is consistent along with the effort.

Third is the progress data itself. Understanding your child’s academic performance is key, the post-it note leader board 

on the kitchen or bedroom wall (as mentioned previously) may be helpful in letting your child see their overall academic 

progress and, therefore, where they need to invest energy. It is human, to invest more time where we see success and those 

conversations with your son or daughter are so important in refocusing their energies. Looking through their books in those 

subjects and identifying those key areas they need to focus on, is an important first step. Don’t let the report be filed away, 

keep the information part of your weekly conversations. Make comparisons using their books and focus on the basics - is 

the presentation the same, the quality of the work and the detail given in answers? We don’t, as parents, need to be subject 

experts - simply understanding how our child is investing their time and ensuring they are applying the same effort across the 

board. Finally I would like to wish our Year 13 students the very best in the next stage of their journey - do keep in contact.

Do have a great weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher
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Head 
of School

It was wonderful to 
celebrate our Year 11 
reaching the end of their 
final assessments last 
week - and celebrating 
with a 70ft inflatable 
obstacle course and 
ice-cream after such 
a challenging year for 
us all was one of the 
highlights of the year. 

This week it has been a pleasure to 

offer one-to-one interviews with 

all pupils in Year 11 to discuss their 

plans for the future and to reflect on 

the year that has been. In addition, 

they have had access to a range of 

resources and activities including 

two lectures from York University 

to introduce the world of Higher 

Education and a lecture from Hull 

University on Astrophysics. We 

look forward to welcoming them 

back after half term for a series of 

lessons and workshops on A Levels 

and applied courses to offer greater 

depth and challenge as well as 

introduce them to the teachers and 

topics that they may encounter next 

year if they continue their journey 

with us.

This week we say goodbye to Year 

13. Their last year in Upper School 

was my first year at Woldgate School 

and as a teacher of Year 11, I had the 

privilege to teach and get to know 

many of them in that first year and 

since. Having worked with several 

of them on university applications 

and next steps I know we have many 

going onto study degrees in topics 

as diverse as law, creative writing, 

and equine management as well as a 

number studying nursing or medicine 

which I know in many cases has 

been inspired by relatives who they 

have seen serve so bravely in the 

pandemic. They are a wonderful year 

group and I wish them all the very 

best for the future in whatever they 

choose to do. 

Year 10 are currently preparing for 

their mock examinations and, from 

after half term, they will move to new 

accommodation in A Block until the 

summer. I do hope that 

the revision materials 

Key Dates

Summer Term 2021

Tuesday 13 April 
- Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
- Friday 23 July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 26 July 2021

Autumn Term 2021

Wednesday 8 September

Cont. Over
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sent home last week have been helpful. Mock examinations 

offer a vision of what could happen in the real examinations 

and mistakes help us to learn what we can do differently. 

Revision is a fire that smoulders slowly, not a blaze that 

burns quickly. Learning the discipline to revisit little and 

often - habitually, gradually, carefully, is better than 

leaving work to the last minute and revising sporadically, 

intensively, and anxiously. I hope that the activities planned 

by colleagues are helpful.

Congratulations this week go to Seth Watson in Year 7, 

Michelle Chi in Year 8, Stephen Greatorex in Year 9, Tyler 

Boynton in Year 10, and Izzy Whiley in Year 12 for winning 

the Head of School award for this week.

Best wishes,

Mr G Davies 
Head of School

Goodbye Mrs Fields
We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Fields this week. Many pupils have benefited from her kind and calm approach when 

working with pupils in classrooms, mentoring and supporting homework clubs. Mrs Fields came to Woldgate 8 years ago to 

work alongside some of our most vulnerable pupils, helping them to access the curriculum and achieve their potential. She 

ran reading groups and oversaw our Learning Mentors. Over the past year, she has been supporting Year 11 and many of the 

pupils thanked her last week for the way that she has kept them on track as well as help in classes.

As an experienced teacher, she has been able to liaise with staff and home and most recently was really valued making 

welfare calls to pupils and families during Lockdown. Mrs Fields has been a friend to many staff over the years, particularly 

those in the English Dept who appreciate her motherliness and care. We wish her every happiness in the future and are 

grateful for all that she has given to Woldgate; she will be missed.
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What are the potential risks of social messaging apps to 
young people?

Social networking and messaging apps allow young people to maintain social 
relationships with school friends, distant friends or online friends they’ve never 
met. However, there are some important safety issues that it’s worth knowing as a 
parent.

Chatting with strangers

Meeting and chatting with strangers online poses risks to young people who might be vulnerable to grooming and online 

(and offline) forms of sexual abuse.

Sending inappropriate content

With the physical barrier of a screen, some people feel more empowered to pressurise others into sending messages, often 

of a sexual or derogatory nature.

Sharing a location and information

Many apps work on the basis of identity or phone number information. In many cases apps don’t always let you know that 

this information is being used, meaning children could be sharing personal information, as well as on the social networks 

themselves, privacy and security settings are available on most devices.

Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Cont. Over
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Cyberbullying

Smartphones allow people to take photos or videos and share them instantly on their social networks or post information 

about someone online in seconds. Sometimes this can mean young people are even more vulnerable to episodes of 

cyberbullying.

Distortion of Body image

With the rise in popularity of photosharing apps such as Snapchat and Instagram children increasingly feel under pressure to 

conform to the body beautiful images they see so, it’s important to talk to promote positive body image and help children 

develop a critical thinking to question what they see online.

Here are some of the most popular social networking and photo-sharing sites used by young people:

Instagram

Minimum Age: 13 years

A photo-sharing app that allows you to edit photos and videos, upload them and share them to other social networking sites. 

Photos and videos can be sent directly to friends.

TikTok

Minimum Age: 13 years

TikTok is a popular social networking app that allows users to create, musical clips and short clips up to 60 seconds and add 

special affects to them.

Snapchat

Minimum Age: 13 years

Snapchat is a photo-sharing app where users can send photos or videos to their friends. These will display on screen for up to 

ten seconds before being deleted, although it is possible to screenshot messages and use other apps to capture the content.

WhatsApp

Minimum Age: 16 years

Free-of-charge, real-time messaging. You can share images and videos, take part in ‘group chats’ and share locations. You can 

only message someone if you already know their telephone number.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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Ms Minton writes:

Lower 
School

I would like to end this 
half term by saying a huge 

thank you to parents and carers for your 
continued support in what continue to 
be a challenging time. 

Our Lower School community have shown resilience and 

determination and our high merit totals in Lower School 

demonstrate how hard our pupils are working. I am looking 

forward to our highest awarding pupils enjoying the 

recognition they deserve on Friday with our half termly 

breakfast of champions. A massive well done to you all- you 

are all super stars!

I would also like to take this opportunity to launch our 

annual Year 6 Great Woldgate Bake Off! Please see details 

below. I honestly cannot wait to see the entries; I’m just 

slightly disappointed that I don’t get to taste them! Year 

6 parents please also be aware that a pack of transition 

information will be sent to you in the post, shortly after half 

term. The pack includes a wealth of information, including 

details on how to order uniform. 

If you have not already signed up to our transition website, 

please email transition@woldgate.net for login details and 

a chance to explore the site over half term.

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School

Year 7

Jack Benson

Lucy Blackburn

Niamh Bryan

Katie Greensted

Benjamin Gwilliam 

Henry Hindwell

Amelie Kilner

Evie Lusby

James Nevill

Charlotte Nicholson 

Millie O’Brien

Oliver Peacock

Imogen Pearson

Rupert Sawyer

Austin Scutt

Libby Sloman

George Taylor

Year 8

Charlie Asquith

Amelia Bottom

Michelle Chi

Leah Coleman

Molly Cutting

Gwenan Davies

Eve Donarski

James Edmonds

Olivia Foster

Jakob Hesmondhalgh 

Rebecca Horsley

Ben Knight

Jake McDonough

Isaac Oliver

Joseph Pickering

Matthew Quigley 

Matthew Richardson 

Lily Staveley

Samantha Stones 

Devon Taylor

Year 7 and 8 Pupils who 
will be attending the 
breakfast of champions.
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The winners will receive a selection of goodies from the Woldgate School 
Reward Shop! Happy baking everyone! 

Woldgate Year 6  
The Great Woldgate Bake Off! 

Let’s recycle for the future. 

To enter The Great Woldgate Bake Off, please ask your Parents/Carers to 
tweet a picture of your baking extravaganzas. Please tag the 

@WoldTransition Twitter account.  Alternatively, email 
transition@woldgate.net.  

 

It’s time to enter the virtual “Bake Off” tent and 
construct your own showstopper for The Great 
Woldgate Bake Off!  

Will you create a celebration cake? Bake a batch of 
biscuits? Or produce a plethora of pastries? 

We know that all the amazing Year 6 pupils coming to 
Woldgate in September will be keen to show off their 
baking skills! Can you impress our judges: Ms Minton 
and Mrs Clark, and receive a coveted virtual 
handshake? Ready, steady, BAKE! 
 

Here are some of the entries from last year’s contest to inspire you! Good Luck! 
 

The Great Woldgate Bake Off
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Mrs Atkinson writes:

Year 9 
I would like to thank the Year 9 staff and families for supporting the pupils at the virtual Parents’ Evenings. The options 

process has now started, and we would like to thank the Year 9 pupils and their families for completing the options survey. 

Now that this is complete, we are in the process of issuing you with the options form. Here, you will choose two of four 

subjects, which may include French, Spanish, History and Geography - a few pupils only may opt for extra Maths/English. It is 

brilliant to see the great interest in the English Baccalaureate, with pupils choosing to take History or Geography, alongside 

either French or Spanish! Please get these filled in as soon as possible so that we can begin to plan for September. As always, 

please get in touch with Mr. Elwers, if you need support with this.

Year 10
As Year 10 pupils continue with preparations for their mock exams, please encourage them to use the revision booklets 

that you have been sent to check that they have covered the topic areas in each of their subjects. You will have seen that 

this includes suggested revision tasks from revision books, websites, GCSEPod or content that can be found on MyLearning. 

Please note that the exams will cover content covered during lockdown - it is important that, before your child enters Year 11, 

we understand what gaps in knowledge and skills need to be addressed. 

Please check, before the mock exams, that your child has all the relevant equipment, including good pens, pencils, rulers, 

Maths equipment and a scientific calculator. Please remind your child that phones are not allowed in the exam room and 

that, as bags may be left unsupervised, it would be better that these were not brought into school at all! However, pupils will 

have the option to hand in their phones to the exam invigilator, to be returned at the end of the exam. It is vital 

Upper 
School

Cont. Over
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that your child turns up to their exam on time, behaves 

appropriately and returns to their normal timetabled 

lessons once they are dismissed. They can bring extra 

revision materials and where appropriate, use them in 

lessons where they have already taken the exam for 

that subject.

Your child has an individualised timetable - you 

may want to take a copy of this so that they do not 

arrive in a panic and not know what exam they have 

and where they need to be. It is already a stressful 

time so anything to reduce their stress levels will be 

appreciated. Now that Year 11s have left, Year 10s will 

be moving across to A Block after the half-term for 

most of their timetabled lessons. This will serve them 

well for the close proximity to examination rooms for 

mock exams, as well as use of the canteen and the 

tennis courts area for break and lunch. 

Please spend time going through the spring progress 

reviews with your child and discuss concerns with your 

child’s teacher at Parents’ Evening. These will be held 

on Tuesday 8th and 15th of June. All this information 

has been sent home with your child. This is a very 

important time for your child so please get in touch if 

you need support making the appointments online. As 

always, thank you for your support and we look forward 

to welcoming your child back for the summer term.

Finally, I would like to thank the 
Year 11 pupils for being absolutely 
brilliant on their last day - take care 
of yourselves.

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School
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Mrs Lawson writes:

This week we say goodbye to Year 13. We could not be prouder of 
these students. In the face of adversity, our Year 13 students have 

shown courage, resilience, hope and humour. As their Sixth Form studies 
come to a close, I hope they find time to reflect on the strength of character they 
have shown during this past year, and to feel proud of all they have achieved. Here is 
my message to the class of 2021:

Sixth 
Form

Dear Year 13, 

It has been an honour to be your Head of Sixth Form and to 

get to know each and every one of you. You are an incredible 

group of young people: funny, sensitive, kind, considerate, 

determined, articulate, and full of potential, capability and 

talent. I am so incredibly proud of each and every one of you 

for what you have achieved during your time in Sixth Form. 

It has been a pleasure this week to celebrate with you as a 

community of people who have supported each other and 

made it through the past two years together.

I became a teacher because I believe in the value of 

education, that education can transform lives, and while I 

know that you have been working towards this end goal - 

towards finishing Sixth Form and achieving your grades - for 

a long time now, your achievements here are about so much 

more than grades. There is actually no end point to your 

education - if I would want you to have gained anything 

from your time in Sixth Form it would be that you have the 

ability to continue learning for the rest of your life. Education 

makes us better, as people, as groups of people, as human 

kind.

I’m so proud of you all. Of everything you have achieved and 

the incredible strength of character you have shown. I know 

that this past year has been hard. We have been rooting for 

you every step of the way, and as you take your next steps, 

we will be rooting for you still - no matter how many years 

pass you will always be someone who studied at Woldgate 

Sixth Form, and our wish for you will always be that you are 

happy and healthy and loved. As you embark on those next 

steps, I hope you will look back on your time at Woldgate 

with fondness and that you take many happy memories with 

you.

So well done, and good luck for the future. And in the words 

of one of my favourite philosophers, Dr Seuss, don’t forget, 

“You have brains in your head. 

You have feet in your shoes. 

You can steer yourself any direction you choose. 

You’re on your own. 

And you know what you know. 

And YOU are the one who’ll decide where to go...”

Mrs K Lawson 

Head of Sixth Form
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Mrs Geary writes:

Although many people are 
aware of Dyslexia, fewer 

parents are aware of its near neighbour: 
Dyscalculia. 

Dyscalculia is a specific learning difficulty with mathematics, 

primarily arithmetic. It was defined in a UK Government 

document in 2001 as: “a condition that affects the ability to 

acquire mathematical skills. Dyscalculic learners may have 

a difficulty understanding simple number concepts, lack 

an intuitive grasp of numbers, and have problems learning 

number facts and procedures Even if they produce a correct 

answer or use a correct method, they may do so mechanically 

and without confidence.”

A person with dyscalculia/mathematical learning difficulties 

may:

• Have difficulty when counting backwards.

• Have a poor sense of number and estimation.

• Have difficulty in remembering ‘basic’ facts, despite 

many hours of practice/rote learning.

• Have no strategies to compensate for lack of recall, 

other than to use counting.

• Have difficulty in understanding place value and the 

role of zero in the Arabic/Hindu number system.

• Have no sense of whether any answers that are 

obtained are right or nearly right.

• Be slower to perform calculations. (Therefore, give 

fewer examples, rather than more time).

• Forget mathematical procedures, especially as they 

become more complex, for example ‘long’ division. 

Addition is often the default operation. The other 

operations are usually very poorly executed (or avoided 

altogether).

• Avoid tasks that are perceived as difficult and likely to 

result in a wrong answer.

• Have weak mental arithmetic skills.

• Have high levels of mathematics anxiety.

One of the most useful strategies used in school is the 

appropriate use of the question, ‘How did you work that 

out?’ or ‘Can you tell me how you did that?’ (Explain to me 

like I’m 5 is clearly displayed in many Maths classrooms in A 

Block) Listening to the pupil is so important and informative. 

We have a focus on meta-cognition, which is: ‘thinking about 

how you are thinking’, for example, when seeing 99, some 

students are literal and see just that number as an isolated 

piece of information rather than seeing 99 as 1 less than 

100. The key is effective communication, teacher to pupil 

and pupil to teacher.

For more information see Maths Explained video tutorials 

created by Dr. Steve Chinn, a leading authority in the field of 

dyscalculia.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character 

and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are 

recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these 

core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life, 

and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 253,108

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

56,465VALUE 15,632

CHARACTER 25,066

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to 

each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

64,385 63,130

66,129

72,61570,455
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Theo Riley

Year 8:  Michelle Chi

Year 9:  Zoe Narey

Year 10: Ethan Beck

Year 11: Holly Cooper

Year 12: James Cousins

Year 13: Haydn Cooper

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Isaac Lane

Year 8:  Alex Watson

Year 9:  Callum Glover

Year 10: Chris Young

Year 11: Layla Carberry

Year 12: Ciara Goodwin

Year 13: Georgina Legge

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Bruce Stephenson

Year 8:  Leah Coleman

Year 9:  Harvey Bedford

Year 10: Lauren Carver

Year 11: Jamie Abrathat

Year 12: Luke Watson

Year 13: Alex Morley

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look at 

your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of these 

values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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